
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

City/Town Government Center 

Friday, March 20, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City 

Clerk; Jeff Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; 

Amanda Gross, Mesabi East School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines 

Administrator; Jodi Knaus, Town of White Manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

Laura Ackman provided an update from Essentia Health Northern Pines. Sixteen rooms have 

been cleared out; 8 are negative pressure rooms with on intubation room. There are increased 

restrictions – e-visits, limited nursing home access, etc.  

Tim Soular has met with the US Forest Service regarding support services. A list of community 

resource officers is being developed – people who know the area who can help if additional 

law enforcement resources are called in. Discussions have also taken place with Gilbert Police 

Department and St. Louis County Sheriffs. There may be additional challenges with shelter in 

place orders, especially in areas like Irongate.  

Becky Burich had questions about the library services. The Response Team made a 

determination to close all library services (including pick-ups, etc.) until further notice. 

Encourage library staff to push free & reduced online services. Additional discussions will be 

had regarding the campground and golf course. 

Jodi Knaus indicated the deputy clerk and treasurer are prepared to step in if needed. The 

Township has radios to speak with public works; the department isn’t staggering as they rarely 

see each other. The White Community Hospital Board is willing to help where needed. 

Jeff Jacobson stated the office staff in Biwabik has separated, public works don’t come face 

to face, and the water and waste water plants can be run independently. He stressed the 

importance of continuing to get as much regular business done as possible.  

Amanda Gross gave an update on Mesabi East Schools – everting is going smoothly so far. 

They are delivering free and reduced lunch. Everyone is being checked prior to entering the 

building, and the teachers are getting used to online teaching. 

Becky Lammi has informed the staff (public works) that everyone will be going to 5 days on, 5 

days off, to limit exposure and contact. 



Discussion took place on Emergency Management. The Response Team decided the Hoyt 

Lakes Emergency Services Building will be the primary location to staff if a large number of 

employees become ill. 

Additional discussion took place regarding council and board/commission meetings. The 

League of Minnesota Cities will be holding an online training on Monday. Each entity may look 

different. Some options are: online software like Zoom, Facebook live, Channel 2 live 

streaming. 

Tim Soular suggested Essentia reach out to Spectrum regarding the empty nursing home in 

Hoyt Lakes. Discussion took place regarding additional buildings for hospital use – community 

centers. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. This meeting will 

be closed, due to concerns about social distancing and closures. 


